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to know what the prospects of a boycott of Japanese goods
by India were.
"I wish" replied Gandhiji, "I could say that there
was any great hope. Our sympathies are with you, but
they have not stirred us to our very depths, or else we should
have boycotted all Japanese goods, especially Japanese
cloth. Japan is not only conquering you, but it is trying to
conquer "us too by its cheap, flimsy machine-made goods.
The sending of the Medical Mission was good as a gesture
of friendship and goodwill which there are in abundance.
But that does not give me much satisfaction when I know,
we could do much more. We too are a big nation like you.
If we told the Japanese, cWe are not going to import a
single yard of your calico nor export any of our cotton to
you,' Japan would think twice before proceeding with its
aggression/'
Non-violent Technique
This talk was followed by a discussion later with the
whole group. The Chinese delegates put searching questions.
There was an eagerness minutely to study "the mind and
face" of non-violence. One of them asked, ccIs it not necessary
that individuals should practise non-violence first in their
own person, in their relations with other individuals?"
And by way of illustration he described how, even after
he came to have the conviction that non-violence was the
law of life, for years he refused, to preach its use in outer
affairs to others. "I said I would first try myself to live it
and perfect myself in its practice. I began by making a
resolve not to answer back or refute criticism directed against
me. After seven years I gave a report of my experience
to my students. I cannot say that in practice my method
has always answered. So I say to myself, 'Patience, I must
try again.*"
"It would be a delusion to think otherwise," replied
GandhijL "If one does not practise non-violence in one's
personal relations with others and hopes to use it in bigger
affairs, one is vastly mistaken. Non-violence like charity
must begin at home. But if it is necessary for the individual
to be trained in non-violence, it is even more necessary for

